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Introduction to FoodSafeR and the Open Digital Hub 

A new set of forward-thinking tools is being developed to assess and manage emerging food 

safety hazards and associated risks. The FoodSafeR project, funded by the European Commission 

and launched in October 2022, is advancing innovations in combating microbial and chemical food 

safety hazards and associated risks over the course of its four-year duration. The project will create 

an extensive collection of forward-looking frameworks, tools, methods, strategies, models, 

guidance, and training materials for the identification, assessment, and management of food safety 

hazards. These resources are being made widely accessible through the FoodSafeR Open Digital 

Hub, which is in development, and is serving as a key platform for delivering the project outputs. 

 

This web-based application is being designed as a unique professional platform for the 

stakeholders from the food safety system in Europe and beyond: (Scientific community, Risk 

assessors and managers from Government/Food competent authorities, Food business 

operators, start-ups, social actors in the Food System, and Consumer organisations). The Open 

Digital Hub aims to connect these stakeholders, facilitate knowledge and information sharing, 

provide them with access to data, technology, and tools, and with virtual workspaces so that they 

can collaborate better.   

 

 



Smartphone and Tablet Apps  

As part of the work being performed in the FoodSafeR project, Smartphone App and Tablet Apps have been 

designed for enhanced User Experience (UX), mobile use & interface flexibility for users. 

 

Our methodology is based on a responsive design approach, whereby as part of the web design and 

development we are aiming to ensure a seamless and optimal user experience across a variety of devices 

and screen sizes. The goal is to create a FoodSafeR application that can adapt and respond to the 

characteristics of the device on which it is being viewed, such as desktop monitors, laptops, tablets, and 

smartphones. 

The key principles and techniques of behind this responsive design include: 

• Fluid Grids: Instead of fixed-width layouts, responsive designs use relative units such as 

percentages for widths. This allows the layout to adapt to different screen sizes. 



• Flexible Images: Images are set to be scalable within their containing elements so that they don't 

overflow or become distorted on different devices. 

• Media Queries: CSS3 media queries are used to apply different styles or rules based on the 

characteristics of the device, such as its screen width, height, or orientation. 

• Viewport Meta Tag: The viewport meta tag is used to control the width and scaling of the viewport, 

helping to ensure that the content is displayed appropriately on various devices. 

• Progressive Enhancement: This approach involves starting with a basic, universally accessible 

version of a website and then progressively enhancing it for users with more advanced capabilities 

or larger screens. 

By implementing the FoodSafeR platform based on responsive design, we can provide a consistent and 

user-friendly experience, regardless of the device being used.  

Responsive design has been chosen as our preferred approach as, not only is it resource efficient- as it 

allows us to maintain a single codebase that adapts to various devices- importantly for a large platform that 

is under continuous development, it is the optimal approach as changes and updates can be implemented 

more quickly across all platforms with a responsive design.  

In the Annex to this document, we provide selected design screens that have been prepared to data, based 

on the current status of the FoodSafeR Open Digital Hub, and these will be continually extended in pace with 

the development of the platform over the course of the project.  
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